Whispers  From the Dead – Joan Lowery Nixon 5+
After almost drowning, Sarah can sense the dead and in her new home the frantic Spanish whispers must be followed.

Killing Mr. Griffin – Lois Duncan 6+
High school English students play a practical joke on their teacher.  The teacher dies and the cover up starts.

Flour Babies – Anne Fine 6+
Class of underachievers must take care of “flour babies” and make discoveries about themselves.  

Elephant Run – Roland Smith 4+
WWII and Nick is sent to his father’s plantation, in Burma, after his apartment is bombed.  The Japanese have already invaded Burma and his father has been kidnapped.  With the help of the elephants, Nick sets out to save his father.

Alt Ed – Catherine Atkins 7+
Group of six students participate in a special after-school counseling program.  Overweight, gay, jock, goth, cheerleader etc.  Discover things about themselves and develop a sense of worth.

Maximum Ride The Angel Experiment – James Patterson 5+
5 children, ranging from age 13 to age 5, are experimented with and become hybrid.  After escaping the lab that created them – they are now on the run and hope to save the world in the process.
Among the Hidden – Margaret Peterson Haddix 4+
Futuristic novel about a time in the United States where families could only have two children.  Third children were to be destroyed or becoming shadow children.  

The Serious Kiss – Mary Hogan 6+
Two girls make a pact to get their first serious kiss during the next year of school but one has to go live with a grandmother she never even knew about.  Will she succeed?

Full Tilt – Neal Shusterman 6+
Carnival built from the soul of lost children.  To escape you must complete rides by dawn or you become part of the carnival.  Blake discovers things about himself, his friends and his family.

The Outsiders – S.E. Hinton 6+

1st novel written for YA – two sides of the tracks and the young adults who live on them.
I Hadn’t Meant to Tell You This – Jacqueline Woodson 5+
The show of true friendship is being able to tell you a secret and you not tell anyone else.  Lena tells Marie a secret about her father that makes wonder if she should tell or not.  Sexual abuse (implied not stated) and race relations

Dairy Queen – Catherine Gilbert Murdock 7+
Great sports novel for girls.  DJ helps train a rival team’s quarterback, joins her home team and deals with running the family dairy farm, finding out her best friend is gay (handled very well) and her first crush.

The Giver – Lois Lowry 4+
Newbery winner – Futuristic time

Airman – Eoin Colfer 5+
Conor was born in a hot air balloon – he was born to fly.  Living on the island he discovers a plot to kill the king.  He is branded a traitor and thrown into prison.  He must fight for his life and find a way to escape to save the princess who is now ruling the island.
Pretty Like Us – Carol Lynch Williams 4+
The picked on picks on another until she remembers how it felt.  Friendship develops even though one girl has progeria, a rare, rapid-aging disorder.

Memoirs of a Goldfish – Devin Scillian – all ages
A goldfish gives a personal account of his experiences while swimming around his bowl as it slowly fills up with fish and other accessories, and discoveries friendships.

Testing the Ice – Sharon Robinson – all ages
True story of an event in Jackie Robinson life.  Afraid of water didn’t stop him from testing the ice before allowing his children to go out on a lake.

The Three Little Tamales – Eric A. Kimmel – all ages
Retelling of the Three little pigs using Tamales as the characters.

Cleopatra Rules! – Vicky Alvear Shecter 5+
Wonderfully written biography of Cleopatra that brings her alive for students.  Author using comparison with the student’s life to Cleo’s

Gooney Bird Greene – Lois Lowry 2+
Wonderful stories about a unique student coming to school with a wonderful way of telling stories and letting everyone know that we all have stories in us.  I have used it with 7th  graders as well as 2nd graders
What If Everybody Did That? – Ellen Javernick

Great book to discuss rules etc.  (section of story time in the library)

Squawking Matilda – Lisa Horstman

Take one proud chicken and one child who can’t seem to finish anything and you get a great story about responsibility.
